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Carlos Leon was the first down
he ramp alter the group had
peen officially greeted by immi-

{Eration and public health offi-

. iials.

" Greelings Given
Miss Maria Bolivar, an official
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‘al $53,600,000 ransom n medlcme ng

iﬁ?’m_ 7

m o Il
iy ’?é‘;
tonio de be
itary . mstaﬂgtm g -_ H:
{was delayed _until Castro h:
close cheﬂ\ mada Of
and food that arkive ‘
dboard the -freighler S.8.
Pilot and cargo plangs. .
Two of the cargo plancs W

Jconverted mg& _passeg;er b
after Casfro }maﬂy gave the
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migration Service, went
hboard © the plane to welcome
hem to the freedom of the United
Btates and told them they would
e reunited with their families
ithin fpur hours.

Their reply to her was that
hey were glad to return and only
anted to get their strength hack

ko they could go again io atfempt:
ko free their native land.
§ Tw> 6l those on the third plane

"a cargo plane — kissed the

' ground as they stepped on it.

Cuban Refuses Ambulance
.An ambulance — one of 30
Gtanding by — was readied in
ake Gustavo Garcia-Monlez, who
ad a heart attack last night, to
. hospital. However, he insisted

Mlon walking, with assistance, to a

sus and going with the rest of
his comrades.

The twelve former pnsonor

Fhvore the yellow shirts that have-
¥ J)(\(zome their "*badge of courage,’
alfthe symbol of freedom for the
-Hprisoners.

The 1,113 had new yelinw shirts,

fsent to prison by relatives, 1o

wear to their new freedom. How

Mever, according to Enrique Wil-

liams, @ {ormer prisoner who
Liccotnpanied the first plane load,
astrn _made . them remove {he

iahead, —
"Pan’ Amcugan Worlda;’ Alrwiag:
which had . dispatched . the f

gy A AM today under _{
Rt "ha,g they would return ‘g
{ c,dlagely,l said it wopld work #9
late {nto ,f.he night as necessgy|
with faur ‘planes until all the men
hﬁd h;enﬁc@}gﬂed ‘
o 107 On First Plane

The flrst plane brought in 107
of those on whom the ransgyn
‘price ,{Jcr hedd had been sel at
$100,000 by Castro. They were
from the Isle of Pines prison.

-Although the family greetings|
took place later al the Dll‘l%‘

Key Auditori um in downtown
ami, the  arfival at the aupcut
was an Lmoﬁqndl one.

gpril because of Lheu

yellow shirts_before he permitied
fhem th leave Cuba.
“He knew what they
holized,” Williams remarked.
Ye-]low cotton shlrts were  is-
sued to the 1,178"Clban invasion
'5111»1\&‘5 when fhey were first|
put in prison. The shirts sup-|
posedly  bhranded them  asj
cowards. Castro later referred tof
them as “yellow worms.” ‘
Instead of being humilialed by}
this, the members of Bilagde 2506]
(the ilmber they 'took because
‘it repx‘esentéd their small total
invasion fleet) took pride in theirf
yellow * shirts as the “badve of
courage” The 60 re]eased “on
credit” swore to wear vyellow
shirts until the day the last man
of the brigade was set [ree. ;
Williams said that after the
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»;Iere executed on the day of their
tfial for crimes committed during
the Batista regime.

“Two Cubans Defect
Two defected when they came
the United States with a com-
ittee of ten to bargain : for the
cedom of all, That, was when
e tractprs-for- freedom move-
jent began. It ended‘in the $53,-
0,000 food and medicine ransom.
The first prisoners were clean,
owered -and shaven, They -had
beent haircuts. These were given
hem after they had been notified
ur days ago that they were about
be freed.
The strongest and healthiest
me In on the first planes. This
as believed to be deliberately
_dlanned by Castro because they
Would make better “photographs
tdnd impressions than would litter
ses. The bed-ridden prisoners
ere scheduled to be among the
thst to arrive with Donovan and
the three leaders.

Ban On Packages Lifted

The prisoners . had ‘been sent
othes by the Cuban Familics
ommittee and their relatives last
eck after Castro lifted the ban
h packages. All of this took place
s the negotiations for their free-

ijom progressed, whlle a shiv was
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prepared in Baltimore to pick up
the first down payment of the
ransom and take it to Havana.

As soon as they landed here, the
Cubans were processed by authori-
ties of the Immigration and Pub-
lic Health Services. They were
each given a clean pair of khakis,
a Red Cross kit and $100 to pay
for their subsistence and new
clothes in the immediate future.

Men Lodged In Hotel

Those who did not have homes
to go to were to be put up at a
hotel.

Following the processing, .they
were fed and then taken to Dinner
Key Auditorium in Miami where
they were reunited with their fam-
ilies.

Their prison conditions wefe de-
seribed as from 9D to 260 pefsons
in a cell with only 3 toilets at
Principe Prison. The men ‘were
not permitted to shower or bathe
until they were told of their free-
dom, Most of them. had beards,
which, they said jokingly, Castro
wanted them to have to resembhle
him. y

Criticism Subdued

However, none was overly criti-
cal of the treatment.

Raejaljo Tora, 27, said they had
not been told to_say, or not say

anyﬂ_\‘ing._»}le 753@ 'unenthusiastic«.

‘the 20 per cent down payment of
1$11,000,000 in goods on board.

ally that be would probably m
along with another invasion force.

Their arrival was nearly cleven
hours later than scheduled. The
arrival time of the prisoners was
changed constantly, fluctuating be-
tween today and between various
hours today.

Castro decided to release the
men today after his three inspec-
tors assured him that the medi-
cine and food going aboard the
African Pilot were what was listed
in the agreement signed by him|
and Donovan.

The inspectors, including the
chairman of the Cuban Red Cross.
visited Port Everglades, Fla., .at
3 AM. yesterday to look over the
cargoes being loaded aboard the
African Pilot. ;

Assurance Given

It is believed they assured the
“proper goods” were going aboard
and so he again changed the de-
parture time to early this morn-

ing.

However, after the first planes
arrived at the San Antonio Air-
port, nothing happened.

On this side, members of the
press, hundreds of officials of the
Immigration™ and Public Health
Services, the Air Force, the Red
Ctoss, and others were standing
by.

“No explanation was given all
mommg for the delay.

Finally, in the early afternoon,
it was announced that Castro
wanted- to check the arriving
cargoes both on the ship and on;
the planes before he would permit
the men to leave.

Down Payment Abeard

The freighter arrived in Havana
at dockside at 1.30 P.M. after
sailing from  Port Everglades at
9.42 P.M. last night with most of

It was five hours late getting
away because of the delayed de-
livery of the goods to the Port
Everglades pier.

Therefore, everythmg else was
late,

Although Castro was on hand at
the airport when the prisoners
left, he did not speak to them,
they said. They had been brought
to San Antonio by Cuban planes,
but kept in them for several hours.

The first plane here had 107
.aboard; the second, 106, and the
(third, 104, About 100 were ex-

Ipected to be aboard each of the
;iubsequcnt flights.
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